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Award Categories
The following categories will be awarded at the Marquee Awards Ceremony on May 17, 2026.
Some categories are awarded to the school, while others are awarded to individual performers
and/or crew members.

Performance Awards
  Outstanding Ensemble/Chorus
  Outstanding Choreography Execution  Outstanding Choreography Execution
  Outstanding Overall Musical
  Outstanding Lead Actor
  Outstanding Lead Actress
  Outstanding Featured Actor
  Outstanding Featured Actress

Nominees in these categories will be determined based on the criteria and scoring system detailed
later in this packet. For Outstanding Featured Actor and Actress, teachers will submit one role inlater in this packet. For Outstanding Featured Actor and Actress, teachers will submit one role in
each category to be adjudicated when submitting their Performance Details Form. A list of roles to
choose from will be provided, and the role should have at least one solo number in the production.

Student Design Awards
  Outstanding Scenic Design (can include entire production or individual elements of the set)
  Outstanding Lighting Design
  Outstanding Scenic Artistry
  Outstanding Poster Design  Outstanding Poster Design
  Outstanding Prop Design
  Outstanding Costume Design
  Outstanding Choreography Design

Nominees in these categories will submit materials of their designs, which will then be adjudicated
based on the criteria and scoring system detailed later in this packet.

Student Reporter
The Marquee Awards will invite one (1) Student Reporter from each participating Adjudicated The Marquee Awards will invite one (1) Student Reporter from each participating Adjudicated 
School to participate in activities throughout the school year. This provides a chance to expand 
connections into local schools’ journalism, film, and other related departments. Student 
Reporters work directly with the Tennessee Theatre Digital team which allows them to receive 
an insider look at the digital marketing strategy of Marquee Awards coverage while gaining 
insight into the field as a whole. More information can be found on Page 12.

All-Star Cast & Crew Members
Nominees in each of these categories will be submitted by teachers or other students working on theirNominees in each of these categories will be submitted by teachers or other students working on their
productions and cannot be students who are already finalists for Outstanding Lead Actor or
Actress. One student from each participating school will be recognized in each category.

Inspiring Teacher
Nominees in this category will be submitted by students working on their productions and should
be teachers involved with their school’s theater program, such as Music Director, Director, Drama
Teacher, etc. Nominees must be a staff member at their school. One teacher will be recognized,
and the winner will be announced at the live Awards Ceremony.and the winner will be announced at the live Awards Ceremony.









JUDGING CRITERIA 

Overview
The Marquee Awards will invite five (5) Student Reporter nominees from participating The Marquee Awards will invite five (5) Student Reporter nominees from participating 
Adjudicated Schools to cover events through social media. This provides a chance to expand 
connections into local schools’ journalism, film, and other related departments. Student 
Reporters work directly with the Tennessee Theatre Digital team which allows them to receive 
an insider look at the digital marketing strategy of Marquee Awards coverage while gaining 
insight into the field as a whole.

At the Marquee Awards Ceremony on May 17, 2025, two Student Reporter winners will be At the Marquee Awards Ceremony on May 17, 2025, two Student Reporter winners will be 
announced, who will be eligible to participate in the nationwide Jimmy Awards Student 
Reporter search. 

All Student Reporter applicants (1 per participating school) will have the opportunity to 
participate in activities throughout the 2025-26 school year.

Participation
During the school year, Student Reporter will:
    Manage their school's Instagram takeover on the Marquee Awards‘ account    Manage their school's Instagram takeover on the Marquee Awards‘ account
    Send Reel/TikTok content for us to post featuring their school
    Send interviews with nominees and teachers leading up to the Awards Ceremony
    Provide show announce graphic for our Instagram account

During the ceremony, the five nominees will:
    Conduct interviews during workshops (students and teachers)
    Run Instagram and TikTok content day of the ceremony, working with our team
    Conduct red carpet interviews pre-show on ceremony day    Conduct red carpet interviews pre-show on ceremony day

Application 
Make a video in the style of an Instagram Reel/TikTok video showcasing your ideas for how to 
share nominee experiences on the day of the ceremony. Then, write a sample caption to 
accompany your Reel/TikTok video.

Please ensure your video submission meets the following guidelines:
    The video should include at least one unedited segment of at least 20 seconds in length
    with the applicant speaking directly to camera.    with the applicant speaking directly to camera.
    The video must not include any performance footage; the content of the videos is
    otherwise up to the applicant.
    Any pre-recorded music used must be royalty-free
    Submissions must meet the requirements for an Instagram Reel/TikTok video with an
    aspect ratio between 1.91:1 and 9:16 and minimum resolution of 720 pixels.

We want to see your personality shine in this video! Show us how you would use your unique We want to see your personality shine in this video! Show us how you would use your unique 
perspective to build interest in and awareness of the Marquee Awards. This is an opportunity 
to showcase your creativity and skills in event coverage, visual storytelling, video editing, 
videography, photography, and/or social media.
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Selection Process
All students who apply (1 per school) will be selected to participate in Student 
Reporter activities throughout the 2025-26 school year.

Up to five (5) candidates will be chosen based on their submission as nominees, Up to five (5) candidates will be chosen based on their submission as nominees, 
who will participate in Marquee Awards Ceremony activities on May 16 and 17, 
2026, and two (2) will ultimately be chosen as Marquee Awards Student 
Reporter winners based on qualitative assessments and quantitative metrics 
explained further below.

The five (5) nominees will be chosen based on their initial application, applicant’s The five (5) nominees will be chosen based on their initial application, applicant’s 
camera presence, creativity, adherence to the stated guidelines, communication 
with Marquee Awards staff throughout the school year, and other similar criteria. 
Nominees will be announced on April 27 with all other awards categories.

To determine the two (2) winners, the Reel/TikTok submitted with each 
nominees‘ application will be posted on Marquee Awards channels and video 
analytics will be reviewed, which includes, but is not limited to: 
    The number of unique users who saw the applicants’ page    The number of unique users who saw the applicants’ page
    The number of times the applicants’ page was seen as a total count
    The number of impressions of the applicant’s post in a News Feed
    The number of unique users who clicked anywhere in the applicant’s post
    The total number of clicks in the applicant’s post
    Both the total count and number of unique users who have given negative
    feedback to the applicant’s post
    Both the total count and number of unique users who have liked the    Both the total count and number of unique users who have liked the
    applicant’s Page
    The number of people who clicked on the post because they liked the
    applicant’s post
    The number of people who liked the applicant’s page and clicked on the
    applicant’s post
    Both the total count and number of unique users who watched 95% of the
    applicant’s video (excluding paid promotion)    applicant’s video (excluding paid promotion)
    Both the total count and unique users who watched the video for 3 seconds
    (excluding paid promotion), and the length of the video.

Student Reporters will be required to sign a media release.

Student Reporter
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